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Jean f‘mngm Champollion (below) worked for 14 years before the
Rosetta Stone yielded up its secrets. The first vital step had already
been taken by earlier scholars. This was the recognition of a single
word—the name Ptolemy— enclosed in a cartouche, or oval- ended
Sframe (above), reserved in Egyptian writing for mm[ names. The
name appears as ‘Ptolemaios’ in the stone’s Greek text. Cham-
pollion’s achievement was to interpret correctly the hieroglyphs
Making up the word, and to match
them to their Greek equivalents.
His nterpretation of the hiero-
glyphs corresponding to p, o and [
was confirmed when they appeared
also in a cartouche of Cleopatra
Sfound on an obelisk at Philae.
Armed with these three symbols, he
deduced the meaning of the rest
Sfrom their positions, then worked
out further symbols from other
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THE SCRIBE A statue of 2500 BC shows a scribe waiting
for dictation. He once held a reed pen. A scribe had to
memorise 700 signs, each representing an object or an
associated idea, or a word with a similar sound
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