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...mainstream contemporary art , this may lead the latter to assert its disciplinary autonomy. This paper argues against

such a move. Media art is better positioned as an integral strand within contemporary art and, more particularly, as a
key space of creative enquiry and practice within a generally conceived contemporary art...
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Hegel's Contested Legacy: Rethinking
the Relation between Art History and
& Philosophy

Jason Gaiger

Jason Gaiger

il A Lo The Art Bulletin It is widely acknowledged that the ideas of the German
Vol. 93, No. 2 (June 2011), pp. 178-194 (17 philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel played a vital
pages) role in the formation of the modern discipline of art history

and that his atempt to discern underlying structures of
meaning in the historical development of ant provided an
important stimulus for figures such as Alois Riegl, Heinrich
Waolfflin, and Max Dvorak., However, it is equally widely ac-
cepted that Hegel's own theory of art—including the highly

Published by: CAA

problematic notion of a historically unfolding “"world spirit”
( Weligesi)—is bound up with a set of metaphysical commii-
ments that are no longer tenable today, To speak of Hegel's
contested legacy is thus to invite the question whether there
remains anything to contest in the work of a philosopher
whose last public lectures on aesthetics were given in Berlin
in 1829, As long ago as 1907 Benedetto Croce published a
book with the title What Is Living and What Is Dead in Hegel's
P.fm‘.-rl.oph}-.' In the intervening century numerous efforts have
been made 1o salvage isolated elements that can be put to use
within an alternative theoretical framework. Nonetheless, it is
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reason itself. For Habermas and other contemporary philos-
ophers, Hegel's analysis of the sociality ol spirit, or Geisi,
should be understood as an explanation of how we are both
subject to the claims of reason and yet also responsible for
instituting the norms and values through which reason be-
comes active in our lives.®

It is not difficult to see that this reconstruction of Hegel's
views also has profound consequences for his theory of art
Rather than reading the lectures on aesthetics as a colorful
but improbable set of illustrations to the march of the world
spinit, philosophers such as Marun Donougho, Dheter Hen-
rich, Stephen Houlgate, and Terry Pinkard have focused on
the underlying problem of art’s status and function in rela-
tion to other forms of knowledge and experience.” In the
words of Robert Pippin, perhaps the leading exponent of this
approach, Hegel is "the art theorist for whom the link be-
tween modernity and an intensifyang self-consciousness, both
within art production and philosophically, about art iself, is
the most important.™ A reassessment of Hegel's aesthetics is
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