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Royal Style Art in Thonburi Thai Temples to The Creation of

Contemporary Painting *

Panpassorn Phatthapasit
Lecturer, Bachelor of Fine and Applied Arts Program in Visual Arts Design
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,

Dhonburi Rajabhat University

Abstract

This research aimed study royalism art to draw conclusions of the form of creation of royal
style art works, study contemporary art to summarize the findings of contemporary art forms
of creation and create contemporary paintings inspired by royal style art in the reign of King
Rama lll. The researcher studied royalist art in five Thai temples in Thonburi that constructed
according to the royal style and built by kings, royal families, nobles and common people,
which consider very informative cases, namely Wat Ratchorasaram Ratchaworawihan, Wat Nang
Nong Worawihan, Wat Kalayanamit Woramahawihan, Wat Sawetachat \Worawihan. and Wat
Prasert Sutthawat. Then, the researcher had created a sketch of the painting and interview
form. The interviews were conducted on independent artists, Art teachers and art scholars.
Visual arts theories and criteria for assessing the quality and value of painting. (Soonpongsri
2016, 211 - 294) were applied into interview form and used as a criterion for assessing the quality

and value of painting. Descriptive analysis was used.

The findings of quality and value assessment of the contemporary painting inspired by the
influence of royal style art during King Rama IIl’s reign revealed that this set of contemporary
paintings reflects all 3 values. 1) The aesthetic value; the composition was appropriate with
the forms in which derived from architectural structure and pattern of the unique Thai - Chinese

blended culture. 2) The emotional value; the paintings were impressive and appreciative for

* This research paper is part of the research paper “The Influence of Chinese Art According to Royal Style
of Thai Temples in Thonburi Area Leading to The Creation of Contemporary Painting” By receiving research

funding from Dhonburi Rajabhat University. Yearly 2017 Completed a year of research 2019
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the past glory. 3) the conceptual value; the paintings were meaningful presenting the prosperity
of Buddhism and the relationship between Thai and China even though the economic side was
not so clearly showed in the paintings. All three of aesthetic, emotional and conceptual values
shown in this set of paintings could be reflected the unique beauty influenced by Royal style
art of Thai temple in Thonburi area. It was the classical and timeless beauty, worthy of awareness

to be knowledgeably collected and pass on to the next generation.

Keywords: Royal style art, Thonburi area, Contemporary painting
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