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ABSTRACT

This article is the analysis on the two forms of replica stupas
that house Lord Buddha’s relics, found at the group of
principle pagodas of Mahathat Temple, Ayutthaya Province.
The first stupa is in the paddy heap shape similar to the form
described in Tupawongse scroll. The other is in the bubble
shape similar to the form described in Mahawongse and
Tupawongse scrolls which are two important Buddhist litera-
tures. Lord Buddha’s relics in these two replica stupas are
kept in a set of seven-layered containers each of which is
made from material that is different from others. This is also
influenced by Atthagatha Mahaprinibhandsutra (the story of
Lord Buddha’s Nirvana) and Tupawongse scrolls which were
originally composed in Langka (Ceylon). The worship to Lord
Buddha’s relics is related to the belief in Panja Antrathan
from Langka. All of the aforementioned incidents reflect the
arrival of Langkawongse Deravadin Buddhism which was
disseminated in Ayutthaya period by Maha Vihara monks in
early 19" Buddhist century (around 14" Christian century),
which is the period during which the principle pagoda of
Mahathat Temple was consecrated as described in Ayutthaya
Chronicle.

Keywords: Mahathat Temple, Ayutthaya Province, Lord Bud-
dha’s relics, Paddy heap shape stupa, Bubble shape stupa,
Langkawongse Deravadin Buddhism
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“he questioned him saying: ‘In what form
will thou make the cetiya?’ At that moment
Vissakamma entered into (and possessed)
him. When the master-builder had had a
golden bowl filled with water, he took wa-
ter in his hand and let it fall on the surface
of the water. A great bubble rose up like
unto a half-globe of crystal. He said:
“Thus will I make it.”” (The Mahavamsa
1912, 199)
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Stephen
C.

Berkwitz

“the king asked that brick mason, ‘Dear boy!
How will you build the relic shrine?’

At that time the deity ViSvakarma, entering the
body of the brick mason [déga GveéSava], hav-
ing a gold bowl brought, filling it with water,
taking some water in his hand, splashed it on
the surface of the water in the bowl. At that
moment a large water bubble like ball of
crystal rose up. Then the brick mason an-
nounced, ‘Lord! I will make the relic shrine
round like this water bubble.” King Gdmanu,
who heard these words, becoming very happy,
said ‘Very well!”” (Berkwitz 2007, 209)
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