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Decoding the Undecoded Reliefs
in Bayon and Post-Bayon style
Depicting a Mysterious Man Cut
Head by a Saw: the Story of
Srisenavadana from Avadana-
Kalpalata by Ksemendra.

Pitchaya Soomijinda
Lecturer and Author in Art History, Department of Thai Art,
Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

<https://sites.google.com/a/finearts.cmu.ac.th/pitchaya/>

ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the undecoded reliefs that depict the
image of a mysterious man 's head, cut by a saw, which can be
regularly seen in Bayon and Post-Bayon style. This mysterious head
can be identified in this study because the iconological concept of
these undecoded reliefs is similar to the story of Srisenavadana

which is the second story included in the Avadana-Kalpalata
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written in the Sanskrit language by Ksemendra. This story is
about King Srisena who dedicated, half of his body to Indra
who disguised himself as a Brahmin in order to test the King's
determination which was the belief in Mahayana and Tantrayana
schools of Buddhism that emphasized the ten paramita or
perfection of the Bodhisattva, one of which is determination.
This Srisenavadana also motif inspired the Sirijudamani Jataka
which is the 7" story in Pasifiasa Jataka of Lan Na culture,
which was written in Pali and amended, revised or imitated
Sanskrit and Pali Buddhist Folktales. Therefore, even though the
Sirjudamani Jataka was influenced by Theravada Buddhism which
emphasized the Bodhisattva's good deeds that enabled him to
become the enlighted Buddha in the future, its story line was
adapted from Srisenavadana which has been depicted through
the images that are similar to the carved images that depict the
Sirjudamani Jataka, such as the carved images on the wooden

Buddhist Inscription Cabinet from Wat Boonyuen, Nan Province.

Keywords: Srisenavadana, Avadana-Kalpalata, Ksemendra,

Bayon style, Post-Bayon style, Parisiasa Jataka, Sirjjudamani
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